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1 5 TO THE REVEREND 


THOMAS KNOW LE S, D. D. 

OFFICIAL OF THE ARCHDEACONRY OF SUDBURY, 

AND THE 
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OF THE DEANRY OF SUDBURY, 

THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE, 
PUBLISHED AT THEIR REQUEST, 

+ | IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, | 
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FOR EVERY ONE SHALL BE SALTED WITH FIRE, AND ) EVERY SACRIF ICE — 
BE SALTED WITH SALT. 


SALT 18 GOOD : BUT, IF THE SALT HAVE LOST IIS SALTNESS, WHEREWITH 
WILL YOU SEASON IT ? HAVE SALT IN YOURSELVES, AND HAVE PEACE ONE 
WITH ANOTHER. 


H E Diſcourſes of our Saviour are, in ge- - 


neral; plain and perſpicuous : : the language 


of tem i is often figurative, but the meta- 


phors are choſen from ſubjects well known, 


ps 


and fitted to make the ſtrongeſt impreſſion. Theſe diſcourſes are 
collected by the Evan geliſts 1 in no certain order, but, probably, 
committed to writing according as their memory ſupplied 
them. What may ſeem therefore parts of a continued diſcourſe 2 
in one Evangeliſt are frequently disjoined by another ; and we 


meet with ſuch petty omiſſions, ſuch tranſpoſitions, and little 


B varieties 


i 
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varieties in the expreſſion, while the eule and ſubſtance re- 
f main the ſame in all, as may plainly ſhew them not to ſpeak 
il EOS from any previous combination ; but, that each delivered 


fairly what he recollected, concerning matters of which they 


were too ſure, in general, to be ſcrupulouſly accurate in 


every particular. 


A CONSIDERABLE part of theſe diſcourſes is addreſſed by 
our Lord to his diſciples, under the character of Publiſhers of 
his Goſpel, of men whoſe office it was to inſtru and re- 
form the World in matters of Faith and Morality; ; and he 

preſſes upon them the neceſſity of their being exemplary both 

in doctrine and manners, under a variety of metaphors. 1 
are, faith he, the ſalt of the earth: but, if the fate have I oft 9 
his ſevour, - wherewwith hall it be Ja#ted ES. the light = | 
of the Werl lr then your" light fo ſhine befire men, that = 
they may ſee your good works, and glorify your Father which is | 4 
u heaven, * The light of the body is the eye 3---if then be - 
. light that is in thee be darkneſs, how great is that Darkneſs ! 
Can the blind lead the blind! ? The Diſciple is not above 15 
Maler,; but every one, that is beben. ſhall be as bis Maſter. 


Or 


a Matt. v. 13. b Ibid 14, 16. <lbid vi. 22, d Luke vi. 30, 40. 
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Or rather, but every one ſhall be perfected in his art, ac- 


cording to the ſkill and abilities of his maſter ; Be ye, there- 


fore, perfe#, even as your Maſter, your Father, which is in 
heaven is perfect. Fe PI | 


THe former part of the Text may be thought to furniſh a 


ſingular exception to what hath been here aſſerted, concerning 


the general perſpicuity of our Saviour's language. Our Lord, 


who appears ſeldom to loſe ſight of that great object, the pro- 


pagation of his Goſpel, hath in the beginning of this diſcourſe 
denounced ſevere vengeance on all, who, from without, ſhould 


obſtruct its progreſs ; * Whoſoever ſhall offend one of theſe little 


ones, that believe in me, it were better for him that a millſtone 


were hanged about his neck, and he were caſt into the fea. We 
perceive him equally careful to prevent any impediment to its 


ſucceſs, ariſing from within; and on this, as on all occaſions, 


anxious to preſent his Diſciples, 5 A living ſacrifice, holy, ac- 


ceptable to God, and free from all worldy taint, or corruption. 


He ſeems to have had his eye on that paſſage in Iſaiah, where it 
is ſaid, b They ſhall bring all your brethren for an offering to the 
Lord, to my holy mountain, ſaith the Lord, as the children of 

5 Iſrael 


e Matt. v. 48. f Mark ix. 42. 5 Rom, Xii. 1. h Iſaiah Ixvi. 20. 
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Tfrael bring an offering, in a clean veſſel, into the houſe of the 


Lord. Conſequently, every vicious inclination, however dear 


or neceſſary we may eſteem it, if as a right hand, muſt be cut 
off, or, as @ right eye, plucked out, for the ' offering of the 


Lord muſt be without ſpot or Blemiſh. Otherwiſe, they will 


be numbered among thoſe enemies of Jehovah, againſt whom 
the ſame prophet had juſt before denounced, that * J. he Lord 

will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirhwind, 10 
render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire ; 


and of whom he goes on to prophecy in the followin g verſes, 
that ! Their worm ſpall not die, neither ſhall their fire be quench- 
ed; and they ſhall be an abhorring to all fleſh. The alluſion to 
theſe laſt words is manifeſt in thoſe of our gave, Tt is bet- 
ter for thee to enter into the kingdom of God, with one eye, than 


Having two eyes, to be caſt into hell-fire, where their worm dieth 


not, and their fire is not quenched. The words of the Text 


follow ; for every one ſhall be ſalted with fire, and every ſacrifice 
ſhall be ſalted with ſalt. It is probable, as an excellent critic * 


on the place hath obſerved, that the illation, here expreſſed 


by the particle, for, doth not regard the words immediately 
preceding, but, agreeably to the licence of the Eaſtern writers, 


looks 


i Leviticus paſſim. k J/aiah lxvi. 15. I Ibid 24. 
* Dr, Hurd, Sermon XI. Vol. iſt. 
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looks farther back, to the general ſcope or ſubject of the diſ- 
courſe. This illative particle ſeems indeed fairly to lead us, 
either to ſome argument, or to ſome quotation in ſupport of 
what had been there aſſerted, concerning the purity and holineſs 
of life required in the diſciples of Chriſt. Now, as the latter part 
of this verſe is a manifeſt quotation, and a very appoſite one, 
from Leviticus, it ſeems reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the former | 
part might be ſo too: but here, we meet with an aſſertion 
unexpected, that every one ſhall be ſalted | with fire; an image 
totally new, and of which the learning and ſagacity of the 
beſt commentators ſeem not hitherto to have given us a full 
and ſatisfactory explanation. The images of Salt, and of F ire, 
when ſeparately conſidered, are, it is true, natural, and ex- 
preſſive, and in frequent uſe ; but the union of theſe images, 
in the phraſe of ſalting with fire, is, perhaps, without a pa- | 
rallel, either in ſacred or profane antiquity. There are two 
different interpretations given of this paſſage; ſo remote, 
indeed, from each other, that the word æag which is here 
ſuppoſed to mean every. man, and (perhaps with ſome little 
violence to the rules of compoſition) to be uſed as a ſubſtan- 
tive and an adjective in the ſame breath, is reſtrained, by one 


interpretation, to denote every good chriſtian, and by the other, 


© | every | 


- Ie amo; FI x i r 


* s 1 
every impenitent ſinner.” May it be permitted, in this uncer- 
tainty, > offer, with diffidence, a conjectural variation from 
the preſent reading, and to ſuppoſe, for a .moment at leaſt, 
that the words now read, rag yep Typ dhobyoreros, might ori- 
ginally have been me yap mos Hueber; The word mars, 
or, contractedly, vm, is uſed by Homer, to ſignify the Wheat- 
en Cake preſented to the gueſts at a public entertainment, and 


continued in uſe certainly below the times of our Saviour. The 


Meat-Offering ordained by Moſes, was alſo, as we are informed 7 
in Leviticus, a Wheaten Cake made of fine flour mingled with un 2 


dil, and baken in an oven, or in a pan on the coals. Let us now 


place the quotation, thus read, by the fide of the original. 
The words of our Lord will then be, For every Wheaten 
Cake (or Meat-Offering), /hall be ſalted; and every ſacrifice 
ſhall be ſalted 407th ſalt, ® The words in Leviticus are, And 
every oblation of thy meat-offering ſhalt thou ſeaſon with ſalt ; 
neither ſhalt thou ſuffer the ſalt of the covenant of thy God to be 
lacking from thy meat- Hering: with all thine offerings thou ſhalt 
Mer alt. We have here a unity in the ſenſe, and a ſufficient 
conformity in the expreſſion; and it may be obſerved in favour 
of this ſmall variation, that, if admiſlible, it removes every 
Sig difficulty 


m Leviticus ll. 13. | 
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difficulty by which the text at preſent is embarraſſed ; the 
quotation is rendered full, and perfect, and is introduced juſt 


where we expected it; the unity and integrity of the metaphor 


is preſerved; and the connection between the preceding and 


ſubſequent parts of the diſcourſe becomes at once intelligible 


and eaſy “. 


Our Lord proceeds in nearly the ſame words with thoſe 


recorded by St. Matthew, Salt is good : but if the ſalt have 


* Grorivs hath proved abundantly, 
that the word Tas is uſed to ſignify every 
one; yet hath not, by any one inſtance, 
ſoftened the expreſſion, T&;—xa Tac 
Ouows; —and the learned WriTsByY hath 
ſhewed plainly, that xa is ſometimes ta- 
ken in the ſenſe of yap ; never reflecting, 
that it is not capable of that ſenſe, when 


vyap immediately precedes it, in the ſame 
ſentence. Anexplanation, far preferable, 
is given by the excellent writer above 
quoted, —“ For, every one ſhall be ſalted 


avith the fire of affliftion; and, that this is 
ſo, ye may diſcern from the wiſdom of your 
own law, which requires, that every ſacri- 
fice, &c."* Perhaps, the ellipſis here may 
be thought too large: but, ſetting this 
aſide, the harſhneſs of the expreſſion, and 
the confuſion of the metaphors will al- 


2 


ways remain objections to this reading, 


which is, indeed, explained here with the 
greateſt ingenuity and candor; but of 
which we muſt obſerve, that the writer 
doth not ſeem perfectly to acquieſce in 
either of the modes of explanation. 
Though, therefore, ScaLiGtr's emend- 
ation, ram Tvgic, be rejected; (C vox 
enim, Tupiz, neque apud Græcum, neque 
Helleniſtam ullum legitur, GRor.) and 
though, Tp, or, Tvprc, ſhould be judged 
equally inadmiſſible ; a ſuſpicion will ſtill 
remain, that there is an error in the text ; 
and that the whole verſe was originally 
included in the quotation. Some critics 


have imagined an antitheſis here“, (fi. le- 


gas Tvps, conferuntur inter ſe duo ſaliendi 
modi, Tw up, x Tw an) where there is 
only a Hebraiſm, 
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hft bis Paltmeft wherewith will you ſeaſon it? and ſhuts up the 
whole with this important direction, Have ſalt in yourſelves, 
and have peace one with another, Salt, we know, was eſteem- 
ed by the antients as the univerſal principle of life and vege- 


tation; and our modern philofophy bears teſtimony to the 


truth of this metaphor, while it determines the fertility of 
any ſoil to be in proportion to the quantity of ſalts contained 
in it. Agreeably to this notion, it was uſed by them, figu- 
ratively, to expreſs, what we now call, by a fimilar metaphor, 
the ſpirit of any action or diſcourſe. Applied to works of 
imagination it denoted wit, or elegance; and with equal fit- 
neſs, when addreſſed to the meſſengers of the goſpel, the 
ſpirit of that religion which they profeſſed, Faith and Zeal, 
or in one word, Piety. Nor can we, my brethren, think it 


ſtrange, if it be required of us, whoſe office it is to preach 


that Goſpel under favourable circumſtances, and a chriſtian 


eſtabliſhment, which they taught in the midſt of diſtreſs and | 
perſecution, and ſealed at laſt, with their blood if, I fay, it 
be required of us, that we alſo be n examples to others, in 


word, in converſation, in charity, m ſpirit, in faith, in purity. 


Tus 


n 1 Timothy iv. 12. 
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TI moraliſts tell us, that ** Injuftice in a magiſtrate is 


# 1 ; « worſe than in other men, inaſmuch as it is aggravated by 
e breach of truſt, and treachery : it is,” ſaith one#, „a rob- 
66 bery committed by a guardian.” And what is faid of a 
breach of the civil laws in a perſon appointed to maintain 
them, may well be applied to a violation of the coryz1an law 


| nin thoſe who are by their education enabled, and by their 
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profeſſion bound to teach and to ſupport the Goſpel. 11 is 
our duty to inſtruct the young and ignorant, to guide the 
weak, and to bring back the wanderer into the paths of truth 
and virtue. Any failure i in our {kill or attention may be an 
excuſe to them, for 1. 15 2 efficient for the D. eſerple that he be 
as his Mafter but where ſhall our excuſe be found? Or, F the 
Salt have loft his  ſaltneſs, wherewith will you ſeaſon it? We 
have the ſacred Oracles always open to our view, and conti- 
nual acceſs to the living Fountain of truth and wiſdom. We 
cannot urge any plea, nn on the infirmitics, or the 
neglect of our Teacher. Our Maſter is in heaven; 3 and we | 
are commanded, at how great a diſtance ſoever, to imitate his : 
perfections; ; to be perfect even as he is perfect. And, above all, 
let us ever r remember, what ſpirit we are of, and endeavor, 7 i 


* OG DEA, / Sermon on the 8th Commandment, 
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it be poſſible, as much as lieth in us, to preſerve the unity of that 
ſpirit in the bond of peace. * * in yourſelves, and have 
* one with another. 


SEVERE, indeed, have been the wounds which the cheiſtian | 7 
church - hath received from the miſguided zeal of her own 
children; from men who have numbered among the inſtru- 
ments of converſion to the true faith, penalties, bonds and 
impriſonment, confiſcations, exile, tortures, and death; while p 
the actors in this black tragedy, hurried on by a blind and | 
furious zeal, fondly believed themſelves promoting the cans  _ 1 
of God, nor once ſuſpected. that they might be only the 5 8 | 
inſtruments: of a vile, ſelfiſh, diſnatured, atheiſtical. policy, 7 
regardleſs of juſtice, and deaf to all the calls of pity and hu- 
manity. Happily, Nature ſeems to be, yet by flow degrees, 
reſuming her rights, in thoſe countries where this malignant 
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fire hath raged with the greateſt violence. The progreſs of 
it through this land, was, formerly, like that of a peſtilence; 
and its dominion, though ſhort,, was terrrible. By the 
bleſſing of God, the Reformation drove this dreadful ſpirit 
far from us. May it return no more! Still, exceſſive zeal, 


though in a {96d and important _ is always dan gerous, 


often 
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1 
often hurtful. Zeal once alarmed awakens other, and leſs 3 
generous, paſſions; ambition, reſentment, and vanity will 
readily liſt under its banners; and the diſpute, entered into 
with moderation, may end in rancour. The beginning of 
religious, as well as of eivil, ſtrife is * as when one letteth 
out water: if not cloſed at firſt by the hand of charity, the 
breach grows inſenſibly wider, the torrent ſoon defies all 


oppoſition, and the country is laid in ruins. Self-love, or 


prepoſſeſſion renders us on both ſides blind to our own folly. 


We ſee the growing diſtance between us, but we impute it 


wholly to the per verſeneſs of our adverſaries. We perceive 


not, as an elegant writer * obſerves, the motion of our own 


veſſel; but the ſhore flies from us. Nay, where the cauſe 
cannot boaſt its importance, or even its truth, this zeal hath 
been known to riſe to a height hardly conſiſtent with charity. 


There are certain appendages to a religious eſtabliſhment of 


ſo indifferent a nature, that general opinion alone ſeems to 


determine their fitneſs or impropriety, or what may be called 


their truth or falſehood. That a perpetual memorial ſhould 


be obſerved of our Saviour's reſurrection, was, undoubtedly, a 


wiſe and religious inſtitution ; but, that this memorial ſhould. 
be obſerved on one certain day in the year, rather than ano- 


ther, 


Prov. xiv. 17. * OG DEN. 


9 5 [14] 
ther, was a point in which the majority could hardly fail of 
being in the right, while they were a majority. This unim- 


portant queſtion, however, in very early times, is known to 


have divided the Church for more than a century. It was 


| ſettled, at laſt, by a general council, and the ſmaller patty 


denominated Heretics ; a cenſure which they may ſeem to 


have deſerved, not, certainly, for their evil opinions, but for 


their obſtinate oppoſition in an indifferent matter. v Contend 


earneſtly for the faith, which was once delivered to the Saints ; 
but, ſubſtitute not in the room of that faith, airy ſpeculations, 
the creatures of i imagination, or abſtruſe metaphyſical ſubtle- 
ties, not founded in ſcripture, and which can neither influence 


our practice, nor, often, gain admittance to our underſtanding. 


Hear a learned and ſerious defender“ of chriſtianity, lament- 


ing this evil. Even civil war, het obſerves, * hath ceaſed 


* when the common enemy hath been at the door, and mad 


« factions have Joined to repel him ; but Chriſtians, when 


2 beſieged by powerful and formidable Infidels, have found 


« leiſure and ſtomach to contend, whether the light which 
« ſhone about Chriſt at his transfiguration were created or 
cc uncreated. To the honour of our church and nation we 
may obſerve, that they have produce defenders of our holy 
. faith, 


Jude 3. Joxrix's Pref, to Eccl. Hiſt. 
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ſaith, not excelled by any, either in the ſtrength and clearneſs 


of reaſon, or in the candid and diſpaſſionate manner, in which 
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that reaſon hath been urged, or in the goodneſs and integrity 
of life, by which it hath been adorned, While we venerate 
their memories let us imitate their example; and 4 Seeing we 
alſo are encompaſſed with fo great a cloud of witneſſes, let us lay 
aſide every weight, and run with patience the race that is fot 
before us === -forgetting thoſe things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto thoſe things which are before, let us prefs 
toward the mark, for the prize of the high calling of God, in 
Chriſt Fefus. 


Brrokr I quit this ſubject, you will give me leave to 
obſerve to you, my brethren of the Laity, that we are none 
of us unconcerned in this im portant direction of our common 
maſter. You are fellow-labourers with us in his vineyard, 
and reſponſible for a truſt committed to you by the church as 
well as by the ſtate. Nor can you but be ſenſible, that the 
preſervation of good order, and the welfare of religion in your 
reſpective pariſhes will depend, in no ſmall degree, on your 
care. You are, moſt of you, Parents, all of you Maſters, of 

families, and if you Command your children and your houſe- 
— — holds 


1 Heb. xii 1,—Phil, ii. 13. Gen. xviiie 19. 
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holds to heep the way ow the Lord, and to 4 Ilir and judgment; 


if you inſtruct them i in the principles of religion at, home, and 
by your countenance and authority engage their regular at- 
tendance on the public ordinances of the church; above all, 
if you beſtow on them that inſtruction, which is | apprehended 


more readily, and retained more firmly in the mind than any 


other, the inſtruction of a good example; the effects of ſuch 
a conduct muſt be beneficial to yourſelves, and to the public. 
The public will owe to you the acquiſition of a number of 

uſeful members of the community; and your domeſtic hap- 


pineſs will be beſt conſulted, by having your buſineſs entruſted 
to ſuch as will perform their duty not with eye-ſervice as 


men-pleaſers, but as the ſervants of God. Indeed, in a well- 


| governed and quiet ſtate, every virtue will, by that appointment 


of God. which we call the natural ' conſtitution of things, 


receive its reward, partly, in this life; but none more than 


that of A peaceable . diſpoſit tion. Have ſalt then in yourſelves, 
and have peace, one with another. A poſſeſſion ſo valuable, that 
without it all other poſſeſſions are infipid or diſguſting. All 


wri ters on morality ſhew both the reaſonableneſs of this diſpoſi- 


tion, and the happy effects which attend it: Chriſtianity goes 


farther, and ſtrikes at PA root of all our contentions, Pride; 


command- 


R 


1 


\ 


commanding us 0 be meek and Joly of heart, to love even our 


enemies, and enjoining us all to be ſubje& one to the other, in 


honour preferring one another. 


In a word, let us all, whether of the Laity, or Clergy, 
reflect, that we can no way endear the faith which we profeſs 
ſo thoroughly to the affections of men, as by the practice of 
all thoſe graces which are recommended in the Goſpel. F alſe 
lights, and pretended illuminations have deceived many; and 
prudence forbids us to lend an over-credulous ear to any pro- 
feſſions, however ſpecious ; but if our light ſo ſhine before men. 
that they may ſee, not only our fair promiſes, but our good 


: works, they will not fail to join with us in glort ifying our 


F ather which is in heaven ; 1 Whom, with the Son 
and Holy Spirit be aſcribed all honour, majeſty, and do- 


minion forever! 


oat ey nn — 


ag 


er mr Rr wee 


* 


r 


” 
8 
bs 
* 
* 
3 
Loy * 
— 
* 
. 
* 
1 * 
- - 
- 
* 4s 
» 
N 5 
” 
by 
, 
. 
- 
* - 
7 
+ 6 F 
” 
= 
” 
— 
1 
— * 
1 
gt 
* 
- 
ay > : * 
Wan 
22 + _ 
* 
4 % « 
"« a * 
* wc 
f 1 * 
4 - 
1 o 
$ * 
l U * 
- 
* 
4 - 


* 
. 
of 

E 
3 
3 
Go 
* — 
2 * 


8 
1 8 


* 
3; 
3 


. 


ww. . 
3 S's 


* 
4 
4 


. . ö ny 
I 
» *# 


5 
— 


POR 


832 


4 
5 


\ 


6 OS 


** 
36＋ wszszsi 


e 


3 TE 
*. ** 


FP 
© * _—_ + 4 


* 


1 


4 


r £5. 


. 


— 
N 


25 7 
us 
* 
jt 
* 
* 
a 
— * -. * 
& 
: 
1 ed 
= 
m_ 8 4 
5 2 K 
8 
at. 


* 
— : F 
1c 1 . 
1 3 
81 


” * 4. 
. 
4 * 
t : 
<. 8 0 
0 , 4 
% T 
yt 4 
* 7 
4 
? ” — 
4 — : 
* * 3 


; 


»,A4 


—_—_—  — — —— — — 


CIS * 


4 ST. 
. wat 


— r— ——— 
— 


9 e 
N OP IO A nd 
* Tae 
* 5 * 1 W 
r 
S 
8 * 
A + 


. 


4 ? * 
> 2 ft Y s 

i . (3 3 
e f * » * 

. Fo 4 , a f F 

- * ; . 

. 
* 
: 
o 


* 
ö 
s 

— 
0 
* 
* 
? 
. 
U 


N 
1 
— 1 
* 
PR 4 . 7 K 9 
P Bs ——— — * 
- 
* 
* . 
w- 
* 
- » 
4 
- 
* 
o 
» 


* 
7 p _-_ 
5 ” 
| , 0 
4 > * — 
* % * 
1 4 
8 
„ 4 * 
f * 
I 
F ; 
'- . * 
t - we * . 
5 ©» ©» 3 
— 4 = 2. * \ 
L * 
- * F 
; N x 
: S i : A 8 
7 5 % *+*- py 2 
4 = 
7 
x - 
: * 
-” 
Y = = 
* - * 
- 
„ U 0 - 
: 1 | : 
2 y 
* 
- * * 
, 4 * 
N . . 
y 4 * - 
: n 
4 
* 


SIT, 
ES; 


ee 


* 


ra 


e 


3 


